
Advanced Placement American History II (APUSH II) – Summer Assignment 2021 
Ms. Hollman 

Welcome to AP U.S. History II. I look forward to working with you and sharing my knowledge of the development 
of America and its culture. You have made an important decision in selecting AP History because, as you should 
already know, the course provides you with great challenge. Not only is this class designed to run more like a 
college course, but it also includes the goal of preparing for the AP test in May. Advanced Placement courses 
are a lot like a marathon, those participants with consistent effort and endurance get the glory. Hopefully, 
everybody will reap the glory of ending your junior year with college credit and the academic record to impress 
upon colleges that you can handle their level of work. 

If you are willing to work hard, then I believe you will develop many important skills. Not only will you acquire the 
necessary factual knowledge, but you will also develop the analytical skills needed to deal critically with the 
problems and issues in American History. Astute students (as all of you are) will be able to make many 
connections between the history we study and issues and references that we come across in our everyday lives. 
You will also become better writers since writing is an intrinsic part of the AP program. You will learn how to 
better convey your ideas clearly and persuasively in writing. I hope you will emerge from my class a 
knowledgeable and empowered citizen of the United States. 

In order to keep you in top form, you are being assigned a summer assignment. No rest for the weary! I 
trust you will all successfully complete your first challenge of APUSH II. 

IF YOU DO NOT TURN IN A SUMMER ASSIGNMENT, YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZERO FOR THE ENTIRE 
ASSIGNMENT, WHICH COULD QUITE POSSIBLY RESULT IN YOUR FAILING THE FIRST MARKING 
PERIOD. 

Please note the following very carefully: 
1. The entire assignment is DUE on the first day of school, THURSDAY Sept. 9 

On the night before school starts, put your assignment somewhere obvious so you will 
remember to bring it with you to class! There are no acceptable excuses for not completing 
these assignments. 

2. If you are spending the summer in another state or country, you are still required to meet the 
deadline stated above. 

3. Follow the directions carefully. Do not change the assignment and do everything that is assigned. 

4.  Do not cheat off of a friend! If you cut corners on this assignment you will find yourself   
  immediately falling behind because I will assume that you are familiar with the material   
  during in-class work and discussion. 

4. You will have quizzes on this material within the first weeks of school. 

Assignment One: TEXTBOOK READING from Brinkley and NOTES. 

Your major task will be reading.  Read in your textbook CH 16-The Conquest of the Far West, pg 
430 to pg 512 in CH 18- The Age of the City. 

Take notes as you read; they will be extremely valuable to you once class begins. These should be 
your original notes. No internet notes!  DO NOT PRINT NOTES OFF THE INTERNET. THAT IS 
PLAGIARISM! Do your own work. 

In fact, if you choose to type your notes, you must load them onto Turnitin.com. Failure to do 
so will result in a zero for this section of the assignment.  

Otherwise, you may hand write your notes. 

5 pts plus Quizzes on reading will begin immediately. 

  



Assignment Two:  STUDY FOR YOUR APUSH I “MIDTERM REVIEW” QUIZ (COLONIALISM THROUGHTREATY OF 
GHENT).  

 This BIG Quiz will occur within the first few weeks of school. An APUSH I “Final Review” Quiz (Era of 
Good Feelings- The West) will occur in the second quarter. 

Assignment Three:  Two short answers based on your reading on the West and Gilded Age. --- 22 pts total 

  
If some problem arises during the summer or if you have questions about the summer assignment, you 
can e-mail me at Jhollman@CWCBOE.ORG. You can also call the school and have the office staff get in 
touch with me. Make sure you leave your e-mail address so I can respond to you. This may be the better 
line of communication because I don’t check my e-mail everyday in the summer. Better still, do both.  

This assignment is designed to help us get a jump on the material. There is a lot to cover!  

Finally, I hope that all students will take the AP U.S. History Exam in May since that is a primary goal of the 
course. So as you begin to investigate your college choices, find out if your prospective schools give credit for 
the AP Exam and specifically what kind.  

GOOD LUCK AND HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! BUT… 

DO NOT LEAVE YOUR ASSIGNMENT TO THE LAST MINUTE! YOU WILL BE SORRY 
AND PROBABLY VERY MISERABLE. 

Turnitin.com Directions for your Notes (if necessary). 

Failure to put your notes on this site or the plagiarizing of your notes will result in a 
zero for this assignment. 
If you don’t already have an account from another class, you will need to create one. 

Go to www.turnitin.com 
Top right corner – click “new users” or log in if you have used the site previously 
Select “user type” = student 
Enter class ID # 29667954
Enter Enrollment Key (password) = Roosevelts (capitalize the R) 
Follow directions for setting up an account and submitting your assignment 

mailto:JHOLLMAN@CWCBOE.ORG
http://www.turnitin.com


APUSH II   Summer Assignment - Short Answers  
  

Short Answer # 1 -- The Golden Spike 
  
 This iconic photograph records the celebration marking the completion of the first  
transcontinental railroad lines at Promontory Summit, Utah, on May 10, 1869, when Leland  
Stanford, co-founder of the Central Pacific Railroad, connected the eastern and western  sections of 
the railroad with a golden spike.  

View the image, and apply your knowledge of American history in order to answer the questions that 
follow.   

 1. Some historians believe that the completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869 was the most 
  significant technological triumph until the United States landed a man on the moon a hundred  
  years later. Support this proposition, considering both its construction and its benefits, by  
  discussing 3 specific points. 

 2. Other historians would proposed that the Transcontinental Railroad reflected many tensions  
  present in American society in the second half of the 19th century. Give support to this thesis  
  by discussing 3 tensions. Explain what the tension was and how it connects to the   
  Transcontinental Railroad. 
(12 pts) 



Short Answer # 2 -- The First Vote 

1.  Use the image above to answer parts a, b, and c. 

a) Briefly explain the point of view expressed through the image to  
the left about ALL of the following. 

• Emancipation 
• Citizenship 
• Political participation 

b) Briefly explain ONE outcome of the Civil War that led to the historical  
change depicted in the image. 

c) Briefly explain ONE way in which the historical change you explained  
in part b was challenged in the period between 1866 and 1896. 

(10 pts) 



  


